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The American Legion 

Department of Missouri - 4th District 

James Edward Gray Post 100 

Maryville 

March 13, 2022   -   1:30 p.m. 
 

 

POSTING OF THE COLORS & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  

 
Terry Chesnut, Ronnie Van Fossen, Billy Kretzer, Bob Robertson, Doug Keever, and 

Amos Clampit (left to right) 

 

FOUR CHAPLAINS CEREMONY: 
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       Opening Ceremony    Narrator 

Post 100 Commander Dredge   Legionnaire Bob Bohlken 

  
          Candlelighters        Story of Chaplain George L. Fox 

Edward Riemann, Troop 90 (L)  Legionnaire Larry Auffert 

Shayleigh Rybolt, Troop 74 (Rt) 

  
   Ringing of the Bell for   Story of Chaplain Clark Poling 

Chaplain Alexander Goode   Legionnaire Leland Larose 

Legionnaire Tim Conover 
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    Story of Chaplain John Washington   Narrator 

Legionnaire Nathan Little   Legionnaire Bob Bohlken 

 

Rifle Team 

 
(L to R): David Dredge, Nathan Little, 

Chris Townsend, Tim Conover, Terry Chesnut, 

Ronnie VanFossen, & Amos Clampit 

Saga of the Four Chaplains 

Legionnaire Marlin Slagle 

 
Taps after 3 volleys of the Rifle Team 

Bob Robertson 
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Post 100 served a lunch meal after the ceremony. 

Thanks to the Cooks: 

Lora Cox, Sue Dredge, Glenda Conover, Tilena Conover, Monica Conover, Lora Cox, 

and Tim Conover 

 

General Session: 

The meeting reconvened at 2:20 p.m. to continue the business of the 4th District. 

 

Opening Meeting Ceremonies: 

4th District Vice Commander Michael Goentzel and Adjutant Terry Beasley opened the 

regular quarterly meeting of the 4th District of The American Legion, Department of 

Missouri.  4th District Chaplain Kelly Daugherty gave the opening prayer.  The POW-

MIA emblem was in the position of honor.  The membership recited the Preamble of the 

Constitution of The American Legion.  The meeting was declared regularly convened. 

 

Previous Meeting Minutes Acceptance: 

The minutes from December 12, 2021 were made available for membership’s review 

prior to and during the meeting.  No additional edits were received.  A motion was made 

and seconded to approve the minutes.  Motion passed. 

 

Introduction of Officers and Guests: 

• Mark Clark (Post 21) National American Legion Riders Committee Chair 

• Ron Jones  Past Department Finance Officer (2017 – 2018) 

(Post 100)  Past District Commander (2014-2016) 

• Marlin Slagle  Past Department Zone 2 Vice Commander (2015-2016) 

(Post 100)  Past District Commander (2008-2010) 

• Marvin Harper  Department Chaplain (2019-present) 

(Post 287)  Past Department Commander (2007-2008) 

Past Department Sergeant-At-Arms (1996-1999) 

Past District Commander (1990-1992, 2018) 

• Mike Walter  SAL Detachment Commander (2021 to present) 

(Squad 287)  Past SAL Detachment Western Vice Cmdr. (2018-2020) 

Past SAL Detachment Senior Vice Cmdr. (2019-2020) 
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Roll Call of Posts: 

Name Present Absent 

MacDonald-Dugger-Duncan-Petree Post 11, Saint Joseph  X 

Merrill-Smith Post 32, Westboro X  

Ralph Greer Post 49, Rock Port X  

James Edward Gray Post 100, Maryville X  

Paul P. Shutts Post 121, Mound City  X 

Story-Hardin Post 164, Craig  X 

Harris E. Petree Post 190, Oregon  X 

Allen-Schiffern Post 199, Tarkio X  

Maitland-Graham Post 256, Maitland  X 

John Richards Post 284, Fairfax  X 

Dick Munkres Post 287, Savannah X  

Glen Ulmer Post 288, Hopkins  X 

Rolla Dicks Post 315, Burlington Junction  X 

Leon A. Robbins Post 318, Parkville  X 

Pony Express Post 359, Saint Joseph  X 

Daniel-Shafer Post 445, Edgerton  X 

Tri-C Memorial Post 464, Conception Junction  X 

Weston Post 501, Weston X  

Curry-Richardson-Sparks-Waldeier Post 528, Parnell X  

Total Posts Present   =           7 

Quorum Established =         Yes 

Representation of one-third (1/3) of the total number of Posts in the 4th District will be 

required to constitute a quorum at any quarterly meeting or any specially called meeting. 

 

Sick Call and Taps: 

1. Sick Call: 

• Gary Ross, Post 100    ● Philip Auffert, Post 528 

• Martin Schieber, Post 464   ● Richard Rainez, Post 464 

• Mary McCarty, Post 464   ● Mike Shores, Post 287 

• Roger Kerns, Post 287   ● Bill Young, Post 287 

 

2. Post Everlasting 

• Gilbert Buhman, Post 464   ● Ronald Wilmes, Post 464 

• Rodney Hall, Post 287   ● Robert Nold, Post 287 

 

-- Moment of Silence for our Post Everlasting Legionnaires -- 
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Guest Speaker: 

 

 

Candidate for Department Senior Vice Commander 

Mark Clark & our 4th District Vice Commander Michael Goentzel 

 

Appreciated the hospitality.  Always good to see dedicated leaders like you.  You can 

always tell the Legionnaires who are committed to serving, because they are everywhere 

that they need to be.  I knew I would be in a roomful of leaders today.  Folks that were 

committed to growing The American Legion and sustaining it for the next generation.  

For doing all those things that matter in our community that have built our reputation of 

this organization over the last 102 years.  Thank you for your leadership.  Thank you for 

your commitment to our traditions.  The Four Chaplains is something that is honest to 

goodness is difficult to get thru when you think about that courage.  Asking, “Pray for 

me, that I just be adequate.”  Is there a more poignant moment in American military 

history than that.  It was an excellent ceremony.  Thank you for remembering the Four 

Chaplains and exposing this community to that.  Continue to grow that.  We do the 

ceremony at Post 21, and I am honored to participate there, and when we do the 

ceremony at the Department meetings.  I hope more Districts will follow your lead, and 

more Posts will get involved with that story. 

 

I am here today to ask for your support.  Someone said at my Post, “Gas is $4/gallon and 

no one is running against you.  Why are you riding all over the state?”  I was in New 

Haven yesterday and the good folks of the 9th District.  Here’s why: 

• I don’t believe I am to expect somebody to support me, if I don’t pay you the 

courtesy and asking for it. 

• The service of the Senior Vice Commander, if I get that privilege to do that, I 

intend to be a full partner in what is happening across the state.  I care so much 

about the Legion.  I retired from my paying job.  I longer withdraw a paycheck, 

because I wanted the time to commit to what I want to do in the Legion.  I want to 

be able to commit some time to my family, something I have not done much of.  I 

spent 30 years on active duty.  I missed half my kid’s lives.  I am trying to be 

involved with my grandchildren.  In fact, my granddaughter is dancing in 
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Overland Park, so when I am done here, I am going to shoot back down there to 

catch her solo this afternoon. 

• I want you to know a little bit about me.  I served in the Air Force for 30 years.  I 

retired as a Command Chief Master Sergeant.  Back in 2009, the Air Force said 

you are too old, so take your money and get out of here, so I did.  My wife and I 

built a home in Grain Valley, Missouri, because at the time my son was a B-2 

bomber pilot and stationed at Whiteman AFB.  My daughter had married her 

college boyfriend.  The both met a UCM.  They both built a home in Grain 

Valley.  So, we built a home in Grain Valley.  I have been a Post Officer in some 

form and fashion.  I have been on the Executive Committee for Post 21 for the 

last 12 years.  I have served as the District Commander, Zone 2 Vice Commander 

for the Department, and I have been on National American Legion Riders 

Committee for almost 10 years.  I have had the privilege to serve as it’s Chairman 

for these last 3 years. 

• I think we are the generation, that is going to be the difference in whether The 

American Legion can endure for another 100 years.  I really believe that in my 

heart.  I believe in my heart; it is going to be the commitment of folks like us in 

this room.  They are going to find a way to sustain this organization, not just to 

sustain it, but to grow it. 

• If I get elected as Senior Vice Commander, when we have our Membership 

meeting in July, I am going to have some ideas, I think will be relevant on how 

we can not only slow the bleeding of membership, but turn that around and begin 

to grow our membership.  We can do that thru messaging.  The way that we put 

imagery in all our publications.  What somebody sees when they walk into our 

American Legion Posts.  We have to decide how we can be welcoming of all 

veterans of all generations.  We can do that thru some simple things.  I think that 

will be key how we can turn things around. 

• I love the Legion.  I love everything the Legion stands for.  The difference it has 

made in the community.  For 102 years The American Legion has been the 

centerpiece of American communities in both big and small cities.  Small towns 

and villages, so small the very few people that live there, others they don’t even 

know they exist.  There has been an American Legion Post that has made a 

difference.  This generation has to make sure that this does not stop happening. 

So, I am privileged to have the opportunity to run.  I will be even more privileged, if I get 

the opportunity to serve.  I want you to know, you will have a partner in me.  I will be 

visible.  The two things that I always believe to be important for leadership: 

1st – be present  &  2nd – be passionate 

I promise – I will be present.  If there is something I can help you with, I am a phone call 

away.  If there is something you need support on, I’ll provide the passion to push it.  I 

will do what I can to help us grow.  More importantly, I will do what I can to help us to 

continue to be that energetic drive, dynamic force that exits in our community all across 

the Department of Missouri.  I just appreciate your time. 

----------- 
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Now to put on my Rider’s hat. 

The National American Legion Rider’s Legacy Scholarship Ride 

This year’s Legacy Ride will come thru part of Missouri.  Right now, I cannot officially 

release the details of the ride, until all the hotels and other logistics have been ironed out. 

 

We are coming thru the Department of Missouri.  As soon as I can release that 

information, I am going to get it out to our Department leadership.  Brian Sapp, our 

Department Legion Rider Director, I would really like to have him send it out. 

 

There will be some really unique stops.  In Missouri, we are going to have lunch at the 

Post in Perryville.  We are going to take everyone over to see the Memorial there.  If you 

have not seen the Missouri Veteran’s Memorial, it is really something. 

 

I want to see a large contingent of Missouri Legionnaires and Legion Family members to 

come down to Perryville to see us come in.  There will be about 400 motorcycles.  The 

line will be 4 miles long. 

 

I would not have the opportunity to do this without you, without the Department of 

Missouri.  Without the Department of Missouri, I would not have had the opportunity to 

serve as the National Committee Chairperson.  I am proud of Missouri.  This something I 

don’t take lightly.  Every video I have ever made, any publications, any photos ever 

published of me at any event, you can bet I have my Legion cap on.  Everybody knows I 

am from the great state of Missouri.  I am proud to represent you at the National level. 

 

I would ask for your support in July, when it is time to vote.  I would at least ask you to 

consider supporting me as your Department Senior Vice Commander. 

 

God bless.  Be safe.  Continue to do those great things you continue to do.  You are truly 

making a difference in our communities.  Thank you, Commander. 
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Focus Groups Reports: 

 

• Americanism (Marvin Harper): 

 
 

Legionnaire Harper serves on the Americanism National Commission.  February is 

“Americanism Month.”  It is a time to reflect on our Preamble: 

• To Foster and perpetuate a 100% Americanism.  Americanism is the love of 

America.  Allegiance to our Flag.  Pass the blessing of liberty to future 

generations.  Last year, Legionnaires upheld the thoughts by continuing the 

committee commitment of Americanism even with the COVID. 

Consolidated Post Reports (CPRs) accumulated information from 2021: 
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Other Americanism highlights:  

▪ 2,100 Citizenship activities 

▪ 1,531 Get Out the Vote 

 

Other Highlights from the 2021 CPR’s: 

 
Call some of the people.  Check on your fellow Legionnaires.  This will contribute, and 

they will feel obligated to come back and join. 

This will be a voting year.  Get Out the Vote.  Be thinking how you want to vote. 
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Senior Executive Committee: 

 

• Revitalization (Ron Jones & Terry Beasley): 

1st time doing revitalization years ago- transferred 40 people into the District 

Last time in 2018, the revitalization yielded 20 transfers into the District 

This year, only the 5th District and the 4th District reported doing a revitalization effort. 

 

4th District Revitalization 

Progress at 12 March 2022 

County   Post 1000  HQ Transfers 

Andrew   18   6 

Atchison   8   0 

Buchanan   60   44 

Holt   11   2 (Maitland-Graham) 

Nodaway   27   0 

Platte   210   13 (Weston 2, Parkville 11) 

   Totals = 334   65 

 

• Membership Awards (Ron Jones & Terry Beasley): 

o Ron Jones and Terry Beasley will meet in June to determine who the 

Membership Award winners are, based on the last approved contest 

criteria: 

----------------------------------------- 

 

• District 4 Membership as of 12 March 2022, attachment #1. 

Note: You can download this report yourself at missourilegion.org 

Report is updated by the Department every Friday 

Current Membership: 

100% or more (3): Post 32, Post 256, & Post 287 

 

80 – 99 % (12): Post 11, Post 121, Post 164, Post 199, Post 284, Post 288,        

Post 315, Post 318, Post 359, Post 464, Post 501, & Post 528 

 

60 – 79% (2): Post 49 & Post 100 

 

Less than 59% (2): Post 190 & Post 445 

 

Any Committee Announcements: 

• Finance- Ron Jones: see attachment #2. 

o Statement of Assets & Liabilities 

o Statement of Income and Expenses 
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• Oratorical- Marvin Harper- not one candidate from Zone 2 this year.  

Department contest had 3 contestants.  This year’s winner from Saint Charles was 

given a $5,000 scholarship.  Scholarships were also awarded to the 2nd and 3rd 

place finishers.  Legionnaire Harper did receive feedback from a teacher, “If you 

cannot offer more than $2,000 scholarships, then we don’t need your money.” 

 

From: Missouri Legionnaire Newspaper – March 2022 

Oratorical –Judge Duane Benton -Chairman 

Three youths win Legion’s oratorical scholarships 

 

Many high-school students will remember this year as the year they participated in the 

88th National High School Oratorical Scholarship Program – just as many Legionnaires 

remember participating as students. This year’s Missouri contests climaxed in three 

students competing at the State contest in Ashland on Sunday, February 27. Each of the 

three was selected by their high school, then moved through the county, District, and 

Zone competitions. Each received medals – and thanks to some generous posts and 

district, scholarships along the way. Each received a $16,000 renewable scholarship for 

attendance at Drury University. February 27th was the “dream come true” for the three 

contestants. At Southern Boone High School, in Ashland, they – accompanied by parents 

and supporting Legionnaires – were the guests of honor and the center of attention at the 

VIP luncheon. Unknown to the contestants, seven highly recognized professionals were 

also having lunch, while being briefed about their duties as judges for the contest. Judge 

Duane Benton – Department Oratorical chair and a Legion favorite – presided, making 

opening comments. He then called for contestant number one. “Silence can be loud” was 

never truer. All heads turned as contestant number one entered the room and presented 

her oration. Then, every eye followed as each contestant presented a prepared oration 

about some phase of the Constitution of the United States, emphasizing the duties and 

obligations of a citizen to the United States government. Later, each student returned to 

speak for 3 to 5 minutes on a randomly assigned amendment to the United States 

Constitution. Evan Becker, a senior at Francis Howell North High School, in St. Charles, 

won the highly competitive Missouri State competition, with his oration titled “Reach 

Across, for America.” His oration earned a $5,000 scholarship, and a Gold Medal. 

 

Receiving a Silver medal and a $2,500.00 scholarship for second place was Sami Hall, a 

sophomore at Licking High School, in Licking, with her oration titled “The Unseen 

Statue.” A scholarship of $2,250.00 and a Bronze medal was presented to third place 

winner, Aubrey LaPlante, a senior who is home-schooled in Dittmer. Her oration was 

about “Why Youth Should Know the Constitution. “  The American Legion Oratorical 

Contest exists to develop deeper knowledge and appreciation for the U.S. Constitution 

among high school students. The contest meets the guidelines of the Missouri State High 

School Activities Association and appears in the Advisory List of Contest and Activities, 

of the National Association of Secondary School Principals. The Legion contest is a 

partner with the National Speech and Debate Association, the honor society for high 

school students. This 88-year-old program presents participants with an academic 

speaking challenge that teaches important leadership qualities, the history of our nation’s 

laws, the ability to think and speak clearly, and an understanding of the duties, 
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responsibilities, rights and privileges of American citizenship. The Oratorical Contest 

presents young orators an opportunity to earn some of the most generous college 

scholarships available to high school students. Over $150,000 in scholarship awards are 

awarded each year. The Oratorical program is designed to be a teaching tool for civics, 

history, or social-studies teachers. Speech and language-arts teachers can assign the 

Oratorical program as a project. Of course, speech/debate coaches have the “big picture” 

to help students in the Oratorical program. The Legion is proud to support the efforts of 

our youths, their families, and their teachers. 

 

• Cadet Patrol- Marvin Harper- only 2 candidates have applied for this summer’s 

program.  Consequently, not enough to put the program on.  Have to have at least 

17. 

• Service Officer/Veteran’s Affairs & Rehabilitation (VA&R) – Gerald 

DePastino, see attachment #3. 

 

 
 

o Additional 9 Presumed Service-Connected Disabilities 

o Free at home COVID-19 tests 

o VA Ratings Updates 

o Travel Reimbursement Processing Changes 

o VA Eastern Kansas Uber Health Transportation 

o Veterans Travel Deals/Discounts 

o Live events through Vet Tix 

o Veterans & Gold Star Families getting free entrance to National Parks, etc. 
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• Sons of the American Legion- Mike Walter: 

o 4th District Level- Congratulations to Post 528- they are in the process of 

chartering their new SAL Squadron 528 

o Detachment of Missouri- There are 3 other new Squadrons as well 

throughout the State.  Stockton, Troy, and a third one.  If your Post wants 

to form a SAL Squadron, but you currently don’t have the 10 new 

members for chartering, your SAL members can join an established SAL 

Squadron.  Once you have 10 interested SAL members, everyone can 

transfer into your new Squadron, and be the Charter Members for the 

newly developed Squadron.  The advantage to belonging to another 

Squadron, is the experience they would get seeing how a Squadron works. 

o National level- National Commander Michael Fox has a goal of placing 1 

million flags at the gravesites of veterans.  The project is called, “Flying 

Flags for Veterans.”  The website is flyingflagsforveterans.com 

Whenever you place flags at a veteran’s gravesite, just go to the above 

website, and let them know how many flags you placed with the where 

and when.  You can even download a picture of your flag event on the 

website, although not mandatory.  Any pictures downloaded, will be 

shown as a continuous loop presentation at SAL National Convention in 

August in Milwaukee. 

o Squadron Level- the pandemic caused a lot of Squadrons to be a little 

stagnant.  As things are getting cranked up again, at Squadron 287, we 

have started a fundraiser “Gun Safe Raffle.”  Tickets are $5/chance. 

• American Legion Riders (ALR) – (Director Tim Williams): with COVID in our 

back pocket, we are starting to move.  The Missouri Legacy Ride planning is 

coming together.  Things are happening.  Hang in there.  If anybody has a bike 

and wants to Ride, we’re more than glad to take anyone along. 

• 445th Tractor Cruiser Division- Terry Beasley: annual tractor cruise will be June 

4th.  Event open to the public.  40-mile route.  Will have more info out soon.  The 

Division’s main charities include: support to Post 445, the surrounding 

community, and Tiny Homes of K.C. 

 



- 15 - 

• Children & Youth- Terry Beasley: 

o Article from the Missouri Auxiliary Newspaper, “Children & Youth” by 

Linda Jelinck, Chairman 

The Children & Youth program emphasizes children and youth, especially 

the veterans and military families. 

 

There are several ways to promote the program in your community.  

Monitor newspapers, TV, and neighborhoods for children and youth who 

have performed a heroic act of physical valor such as performing CPR, 

helping evacuate in the event of a fire, calling 9-1-1 for an emergency in 

their home or elsewhere, etc.  Nominate the child for a Youth Hero/Good 

Deed Award.  The form can be printed from the National site.  The form is 

then sent to the Department Secretary so it can be forwarded to National. 

 

Be sure to get pictures, and share with your local newspaper. 

 

Contact your local churches, homeless shelters, and food pantries to 

identify homeless veterans’ children.  Ask about their needs and what the 

American Legion Auxiliary can do to help them.  You may also contact 

local schools to assess their need for supplies and extra clothes.  Your 

local service officer is a good resource. 

 

Local Auxiliary food pantries are a good source for helping homeless and 

underprivileged children.  Make things to help the special needs of the 

children.  One thing that is special to a child is gifts at Christmas and on a 

birthday.  Stock the food pantry with small toys for boys and girls so they 

may choose a special gift for themselves. 

 

Packaged items for a birthday party can also be on the shelves.  Perhaps it 

can include a cake mix, frosting, candles, napkins, plates, flatware, and 

favors for a party… 

 

• County/State Government- Terry Beasley: 

o 2022 County Government Programs by County: 

▪ Andrew- no date at this time, will probably be this Spring 

▪ Atchison- no date at this time 

▪ Buchanan- no date at this time, will probably be in the Fall 

▪ Nodaway- scheduled for March 22nd 

▪ Holt- was scheduled to be held 7 March 

o County Government article by Joan Vanfossan 

What can a County Government Day do to benefit your community?  Why 

do today’s students need to understand local government?  Can our units 

or districts justify the effort to produce a County Government Day for our 

youth? 
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Maybe a better question is this – how can we show the next generation 

respect for government and public service? 

 

Now, possibly more than ever, our youth need to se how local government 

works for them, how public service benefits all citizens, and how all of us 

need to work together to build a better future for everyone. 

 

A County Government Day is not the answer to all needs, but it could be a 

small step forward in fostering Americanism, patriotism, and respect for 

community service in tomorrow’s leaders.  This is a very worthwhile 

program.  We work hard together as an organization to honor those who 

have served our nation in the past.  It is just as important to look to the 

future to ensure we have passed on to our future citizens the values and 

ideals we hold dear and that the veterans we serve have fought and died to 

protect.  I encourage all of you to consider working with the county and 

school officials to bring a County Government event to the students in 

your community… 

 

• POW/MIA- Terry Beasley: 

o POW-MIA’s accounted for since September 2021: 

▪ WWII 

• 15 – U.S. Navy 

• 9 – U.S. Army 

• 5 – U.S. Air Force 

• 1 – Army Air Force Corps 

• 30 Total 

▪ Korean War- 10 from the U.S. Army 
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o Story of Army Chaplain Father Emil Joseph Kapaun: 

On Wednesday, September 29, 2021 Army Chaplain Father Emil J. Kapaun 

was laid to rest near Wichita, Kansas.  Born in Kansas, Father Kapaun 

attended Conception Abbey Seminary College in Nodaway County, Missouri 

before joining the Army to serve in WWII and Korea. 

 

Father Kapaun was awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor in 2013, for 

risking his life on the battlefield to rescue fellow American soldiers.  During 

the Battle of Unsan, he repeatedly exposed himself to enemy fire, dragging 

wounded men to safety.  Despite having the opportunity to escape, the enemy 

forces closed in.  Father Kapaun chose to stay behind to care for the wounded 

and was taken captive on November 2, 1950. 

 

Once in Chinese captivity, Father Kapaun risked his life to sneak food to his 

fellow soldiers, care for the sick and retain their faith and humanity.  When his 

captors instituted a mandatory re-education program, he politely and patiently 

rejected their every theory.  For his disobedience, he was punished on at least 

one occasion by being forced to sit out in subzero temperatures without any 

clothes. 

 

Later, he openly held a sunrise service on Easter morning in 1951.  Just 

months later he passed away in captivity in a filthy, unheated hospital.  On his 

way there, he asked God’s forgiveness of his captors and made his fellow 

prisoners promise to keep their faith. 

 

Father Emil J. Kapaun’s remains were transferred to Hawaii in 1956, but were 

unable to be identified until March of this year.  May we never forget his 

service, sacrifice, courage, and faith. 

 

• Publicity – Ponya King: publicity creates public awareness thru media coverage 

and other forms of communication.  It may refer to movement of information 

from the source to the general public.  For example, the 4th District meeting 

notices are placed in area papers, receiving emails from the District Adjutant, and 

the meeting notice post cards from Commander Chester.  Organizations seek 

publicity by having events covered by the media.  The purpose of publicity is to 

generate news interest and awareness of our organization.  We promote our 

organization by letting others know what we stand for and what we do.  The most 

powerful tool of public relations is publicity. 

 

• Boys State- Terry Beasley: see attachment #4. 
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New Business: 

• Post Data Forms- the Department has not sent out the Post Data Forms for the 

2023 Membership Year.  When the Posts receive the forms for this year, please 

fill out and return ASAP.  The suspense will be in April.  NOTE: even if you do 

not have any changes to your Post information, please confirm no changes, sign 

and return to the Department. 

• Legion - Consolidated Post Reports (CPR) or if you are a SAL Squadron, then 

you have the Consolidated Squadron Reports (CSR)- these reports will be due the 

end of May.  Again, work now to get them completed.  Send to Department 

before the suspense date.  You do not have to fill in every item.  PLEASE-

PLEASE-PLEASE do account for the activities of your Post or Squadron.  All the 

data is accumulated towards the National Report used to brief our Congress 

annually.  CPR’s and CSR’s can be done online. 

• National Emergency Fund (NEF)- does the 4th District want to make an annual 

donation.  A motion was made to donate $50.  Motion was seconded.  Barring no 

further discussions, the motion passed.  NEF donations can also be made by each 

Posts and individuals. 

• Truman Pilgrimage- see attachment #5.  A motion was made to sponsor the 

wreath and Commander’s dinner.  Motion was seconded and passed. 

 

Next Meetings: (Meetings/Events start at 1:30 p.m.  A meal will be served.) 

1. June 12, 2022 – Post 32, Westboro 

2. September 11, 2022 - TBA 

3. December 11, 2022 – Post 315, Burlington Junction 

 

For the Good of The American Legion: 

• Legionnaire Harper shared the story of women during WWI were asked to no 

longer purchase corsets and/or donate their corsets to free up more steel needed 

for war materials production.  The sacrifice resulted in 22,000 tons of steel 

redirected to the war effort.  This would be the equivalent of building 2 

battleships.  Reference source of the story: came from the February DEC meeting.  

A staff member from the WWI Memorial Museum of K.C. gave a talk on this and 

other subjects.  The museum is going to do more exhibits highlighting The 

American Legion around the Department of Missouri.  They will eventually add 

exhibits highlighting The American Legion nationally. 

• Legionnaire Daugherty invited everyone to come to the Atchison County 

Cemeteries during the Memorial Day weekend.  The Rock Port, Tarkio, 

Westboro, Mound City, and Fairfax Cemeteries driveways are lined with 

American Flags.  Smaller flags are displayed at multiple veteran’s gravesites.  The 

flags are the donations and work of the Atchison County Legion Posts.  Very 

impressive! 
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• Member Data forms were been made available in to all those present.  Member 

Data forms can also be accessed on line.  The Member Data form is used to 

communicate changes to the Department and National on such things as address, 

phone numbers, transfers, and Post Everlasting.  Revitalization- call a Post 1000 

member up.  Ask the member to transfer to your local Post.  If the member agrees 

to transfer, all you have to do: 

o Put down their name, member number and telephone number you used to 

contact them. 

o Next state in the lower right-hand corner, “Phone permission obtained to 

transfer from Post 1000 to Post ###.” 

o Lastly, you sign the left-hand corner and mail to Department. 

• Election of Officers and Committee Chair Assignments.  All positions are 

available and will need to be finalized at the June District meeting.  Commander 

Chester has agreed to serve in the 4th District Commander position for next year. 

 

Commander Comments: Post 100 Commander David Dredge thanked everyone for 

coming to today’s 4th District meeting.  Post 100 was more than happy to do the Four 

Chaplains ceremony and meeting.  Thanks to the Post 100 Auxiliary for doing the meal.  

Have a safe trip home. 

 

Benedictory Prayer: Delivered by Chaplain Daugherty 

 

Meeting adjourned: 1545 hours 

 

Respectfully submitted,   Reviewed, 

 

 

Terry L. Beasley, Adjutant   Michael Goentzel, Vice Commander 

 

Attachments: 

1. 4th District Membership Report, 12 March 2022 

2. Finance Report 

3. Service Officer Updates 

4. Boys State Report 

5. Truman Pilgrimage flyer 


